




ues and the potential pitfalls 
to avoid. 

We then took another trip 

in April 2015 and looked at 

potential properties to an 

area further north than our 

initial hunt. Although we 
still focused on rw·al proper­

ties on this visit, we found 
out information that proved 
to be decisive in our future 
hunt. Although we found some 
lovely cottages in the country­

side, we realized we needed 

to avoid rural properties and 

focus on houses in villages. The reason was something called 

"Fosse Septique" or Septic tank. New French regulations regard­

ing septic tanks promised the potential for many inspections and 

possible unforeseen costs. 

We came back to Knoxville and continued ow· search via the 
internet. This time we focused on village properties that met 
of criteria for budget, size (about 100 square meters), access to 
services and ,vithin an easy drive to larger cities. 

By September of 2015 we had narrowed down our list and ready 

for another trip. We were excited in our choices but soon found 

out that photos don't tell the whole story. Within days many 

candidates were eliminated. For several of the houses as soon as 

we opened the door they were eliminated due to horrible odors. 
For others the village was too small or it just did not feel like a 
place we wanted to have as a second home. However, there was 
one house that we always came back to. It was over our budget 
so we almost did not consider it. Unlilrn the other candidates it 
had been almost completely renovated. It was in a lovely village 

called Excideuil with all basic services and had a walled garden! 

We had received some advice on how to proceed while visiting a 

coffee shop filled ,.vith British and American ex-pats. So before 

we set off to Saint-Emilion and Bordeaux we made an offer and 

hoped it would be accepted. We soon found out that the owners, 

who now lived back in England, agreed to ow· offer and also made 

all the furniture available for a very nominal amount. To say the 
least, we were thrilled but also a little overwhelmed and what 
would come next. 

When we returned home we would begin a journey that would 
last six months. Dw·ing that time we would walk through the 

much regimented French procedures for purchasing a home. 
No simple real estate contract or a closing in 30 days! We were 

fortunate in that the seller was British and the agent was located 

in the United Kingdom. Additionally, they had employed a local 

English family to look after the house so they were very helpful 

dw·ing and after the transition. 

The major obstacle in closing 
on the house was an inspec­
tion that identilied two very 

small places that had asbestos 

from a prior renovation. Since 

we insisted on having this 

removed, the process delayed 

closing from late December 
until mid-March. 

Dw·ing this time we estab­
lished a bank account with 
a local bank in Excideuil, 
commurucated with the util­
ity company and the internet 

supplier. We pw·chased home 

owners insw·ance and stayed in almost daily contact with the 

owner's agent in England. Internet translators proved to be indis­

pensable. Likewise our contacts in Excideuil who spoke English 

were so helpful. We learned so much about exchange rates and 

the ins and outs of how to wire money. 

In March of 2016 we returned to Excideuil, closing on March 12th 
at the local Notaire's Office. He is the person who can legally ex­
ecute the sales contract. After about one hour and going over 50 
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plus pages all in French, we owned the house! 

During the next two weeks we got to know our 

new house and the charming village ofExcideuil. 

We cleaned, removed unwanted items, painted 

and made many visits to larger stores about 30 

minutes away using translator apps on om· phones 

to order an updated kitchen, buy paint, etc. The 

French were so helpful and never did we feel that 

we were not welcome. 

We would end each day laughing about the day's ac­

tivities, opening a bottle of local wine and planning 

om· ne:lrt day's adventures. 

So what is next for our little house on "Rue du Re­

pos"? V\Te still have a fe1,v final touches to be com­

pleted and then we plan for the house to be ready 

for the rental market in 2017. In the long term we 

look forward to retirement and spending summers 

in Excideuil and remembering the French saying, 

"IZ n'est rien de reel que le reve et l'amour - Noth­

ing is real but dreams and love." 
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